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Fighting Cancer on Two Wheels

What a year it has been! We hope that you, your family, and your community have been
able to make the most of a year that has brought many unique challenges. Earlier this
year we had to make the very difficult decision to cancel our 2020 bike trip from New
York City to San Francisco. While this was really disappointing for our team and for the
communities that look forward to hosting us, we believe this was the safest response to
COVID-19. Despite not going through with the cross-country journey, our team was still
able to donate $70,000 to cancer research and support services thanks to the
generosity of our many donors!

As we look ahead to 2021, we are doing everything we can to plan a safe bike trip
across the country. This annual trip is central to fulfilling our mission and promise to the
communities we support. To make next year's ride possible, our board meets every
week to develop our COVID-19 preparations and procedures and plan for any
contingencies that could arise. 

In the meantime, our 2021 team is doing a fantastic job with fundraising, training, and
ride preparation and we are really excited for our hosts across the country to meet
these amazing individuals! While we navigate COVID-19, we are also aware that many
people across the nation have been adversely affected both in their health and
financially. Our cancer community faces these same challenges, and we believe our
mission is important now more than ever. We are so very appreciative of all that our
friends, donors, and beneficiaries do to help us make a difference. We couldn’t do it
without your continued support. Thank you!

Tailwinds,
Mike Rotter
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2021 Bike America Team 
The 2021 Bike America Team consists of 19 riders who are all eager to start their I4K journeys! To learn

more about them visit https://www.illini4000.org/2021-team

Pat Lacey is a breast cancer survivor. But, like many cancer
survivors, she has endured a long path to get there. She first found a
lump in her right breast in December of 2013. Hoping it was nothing,
she waited to go to the doctor’s to be examined until the lump began
to get larger. Fortunately, she did not have to undergo a full
mastectomy, and instead had the lump removed with a lumpectomy
in March of 2014. After the surgery, she began chemotherapy, which
ultimately led to a total of 33 radiation treatments. Since she was
diagnosed, Pat has joined the Prairie Dragon Paddlers, a group that
empowers breast cancer survivors through dragon boating and
community. Thanks to family, friends, and a strong will, Pat was able
to win her fight against breast cancer. She would like others to know
that it does get better, you just have to take things one step at a time

"The paddlers are doing well for us mentally. We have a venue where
we can talk. I mean, we don’t get together and just “oh, woe is me,
we’re all survivors” but every once in a while someone’s back in for
another test or a new member is just getting out of treatment and we
try to be there for them and talk to them about our experiences and
what we do know"
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The Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation
works to accelerate breakthroughs by funding young
scientists in their pursuit of innovative research. The
organization uses 100% of donations for research.

The Illini 4000 is proud to support our very own
Damon Runyon Fellow with our yearly donation.

The B+ Foundation is the largest provider of financial
assistance to families of kids with cancer in the

United States. The Illini 4000 is proud to support the
Andrew McDonough B+ Foundation's commitment to
never turning down a family's request for assistance.

The Cancer Center at Illinois unites the University of
Illinois' world class faculty to innovate new

technologies, create breakthroughs, and enable
cancer-free lives. We are proud to support such an

amazing research organization at the very university
that we represent.

The Prairie Dragon Paddlers inspire hope and
contribute to the health and well-being of breast
cancer survivors by promoting wellness through

dragon boating. We are happy to support such an
inspirational group of people that embody what the

fight against cancer is all about.

The Illini 4000 is also proud to support the efforts of
Camp Kesem, an organization which runs summer

camps for children whose parents have been
affected by cancer. Through our continued support,

the Illini 4000 has helped dozens of children to
attend Camp Kesem Illinois free of charge.
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